[11:4 A] As to a vestibule [built at the entrance of the synagogue], what is the 


[B] 


law about walking through it [in line with M. 3:3/1]? 
R. Abbahu went through the vestibule. 
[C] Does this indicate that it is permitted? 


[D] Said R. Zechariah, son-in-law of R. Levi, “There was a teacher 
sitting with [children], and if R. Abbahu did not go through, he 
would not let the children go out, [so it was| because of [the needs 
of] the children.” 


3:4 


[A] The new moon of Adar that fell on a Sabbath — 
[B] they read the pericope of sheqels (Ex. 30:16). 
[C] [If the new moon] fell during the week, they push [the reading] back 


[1:1 A] 


[1:2 A] 


[B] 
[C] 


[D] 


to [the Sabbath which comes] before, and on the next Sabbath 
suspend [reading the four pericopae of Adar]. [Doing this makes 
certain that the second of the four pericopae of Adar, on Amalek, 
will immediately precede Purim, which celebrates the fall of 
Amalek’s descendant, Haman.| 


R. Levi in the name of R. Simeon b. Laqish: “The Holy One, blessed 
be he, foresaw that the evil Haman was destined to weigh out his 
money against Israel. He said, ‘It is better that the money of my 
children [in support of the Temple] should come before the money of 
that evil man.’ Therefore they push matters up and read the biblical 
pericope about collecting the sheqels [prior to the advent of Adar, 
when the calendar calls for it].” 


If the new moon of Adar comes on Friday, on what Sabbath do they 
read [the pericope of the shegels]? [Is it on the preceding Sabbath or 
on the Sabbath after the new moon? ] 


R. Zeirah said, “They read it on the preceding Sabbath.” 


R. Ila, R. Abbahu in the name of R. Yohanan: “They read [74b] it on 
the Sabbath that follows.” 


Now R. Zeirah was looking at him [in amazement]. [The other] said to 
him, “Why are you staring at me? I say what I say on the basis of a 
tradition that I have heard, and you say what you say on the basis of 
analysis, and yet you are staring at me?!” [Tradition outweighs mere 
analytical reasoning. ] 


